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SUB J : GOM FOREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA MAKES QUICK VISIT TO ALGIERS 
REF: A. ALGIERS 561; B. RABAT 1096 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER AHMED TAIBI BENHIMA LEFT MOROCCO 
MARCH 13 FOR PREVIOUSLY UNANNOUNCED VISIT TO ALGIERS AND 
RETURNED TO RABAT LATER SAME DAY. IN AIRPORT STATMENT ON 
DEPARTURE ALGIERS, CARRIED IN MOROCCAN PRESS, BENHIMA 
SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED " AT GREAT LENGTH” MOROCCAN- ALGERIA 
RELATIONS WITH PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE AND THAT HE LEFT ALGIERS 
" SATISFIED WITH QUALITY" OF BILATERAL RELATIONS. SEMI- OFFICIAL 
GOM WIRE SERVICE ( MAP) SAYS BENHIMA ACCOMPAINED BY 

" IMPORTANT DELEGATION" BUT GIVES NO CLUE TO ITS COMPOSITION. 

2. ISTIQLAL ARABIC DAILY " AL- ALAM" SPECULATES VISIT 
RELATED TO " URGENT" FOREIGN MINISTERIAL TALKS ON SPANISH 
SAHARA SCHEDULED FOR END OF MARCH IN NOUAKCHOTT. ( GOM 
HAD NOT YET FOLLOWED ALGERIAN LEAD IN FORMALLY ACCEPTING 
MAURITANIAN INVITATION TO ATTEND MEETING ( REF A). 

3. MORE LIKELY POSSIBILITY IS THAT SUDDEN VISIT RELATED 
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TO INFILTRATION OF ARMED GANGS INTO MOROCCO FROM LIBYA 
VIA ALGERIA ( REF B). BENHIMA, WHO REPORTEDLY CARRYING 
MESSAGE FROM KING HASSAN TO BOUMEDIENE, MAY HAVE HAD 
INSTRUCTIONS TO PRESS FOR INCREASED ALGERIAN COOPERATION 
IN SECURING BORDER AGAINST FURTHER INFILTRATION FROM LIBYA. 
GOM MAY ALSO BE TRYING TO ENLIST ALGERIAN POLITICAL SUPPORT 
AGAINST LIBYA. 

4. WOULD WELCOME ANY INFORMATION ADDRESSEES MAY LEARN 
OF MEETING. 

ROCKWELL 
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